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LoVid, the contemporary artist duo of Tali Hinkis and Kyle Lapidus, is interdisciplinary in style, content and 
form. LoVid’s work is cross media in a blend of digital and analog, the manmade and the machine, natural 
and technological. Taken from the artist’s statement: “Live video is a core component of our work.” LoVid 
combines video installations with various objects to create a tactile experience with electronic media. 

LoVid’s 2009 piece NetWork is featured in Born Digital: Exploring digital culture and interactivity, on view 
at Raleigh’s Contemporary Art Museum January 28—April 30, 2012. The exhibit focuses on the pioneering of 
digital and new media art form as a reflection of our digital culture.



At first sight, NetWork looks like it could be several works in one, as 
it joins together many disparate elements: video projection, wood, 
a weaving, electrical circuits and wires. The colorful—electric and 
vivid—digital image being projected on top of what appears to be a 
traditional weaving is the entryway into this multi-layer installation. The 
installation envelops the space in all directions. Above the work is a 
network of wires and on the floor is a digital print. All of the elements 
are interwoven in deliberate way—the intention being shown as the 
work is experienced.

The viewer is invited to play with the piece by weaving wire through the 
loom, through one’s hands and by opening and closing the wire circuits 
to change the video projection. Instructions on the wood panels direct 
interaction. Step 2 says, “Weave the wire in and out of your fingers 
(not your thumb) back and forth from your index finger until you have 
two lines of wire.”  The viewer becomes a participant and then, with the 



direction of the artist, becomes a user interfacing with via this input/
output system.

LoVid is interested in exploring systems “in the natural and artificial 
worlds” and the relationships between and our human understanding 
of these systems. In NetWork, they take something as old and basic 
as the craft of weaving and throw it into a new system of electric 
and digitally engineered crafts. The perception is that there is a stark 
contrast between the weaving and its video counterpart. But the 
weaving is made of wire. And that wire can be adjusted to manipulate 
the colors in the digital video weaving. The lines of color in the video 
projection certainly mimic the intertwining of the physical, traditional 
weaving before it. This gives the effect that the digital projection and 
the weaving are interlaced, supporting the larger theme of “network”.



LoVid explores this theme in looking at connections between 
people and objects, both physical and electronic, digital 
and non-digital, in our hyper networked, increasingly wired/
wireless world. NetWork speaks to the connection between 
the human body and electronic media through the user 
interaction of manipulating the video projection with touch 
from the body’s electric currents. Just like a wire, the body 
is a channel for transmission. And just like a wire system, the 
body is a network of channels for transmission. The piece 
also references the way information is carried through a 
wired/wireless network.

NetWork reminds that networks can be open and 
participatory as opposed to hidden and private. In a 
technological culture that is consumed with being online and 
going wireless, it is often forgotten that the most important 
connections are physical ones. The human touch, as well as 
interpersonal interactions, affect the display and the woven 
record of NetWork’s participants. The video synthesizer, 
exposed circuits and electrical wires are more than different 
media to LoVid. A site-specific digital print made from 
NetWork’s synthesizer sits on the floor of the gallery space. 
These different elements are instruments in expression, in 
communication, and they function on multiple levels: as 
artifacts, as sensory objects, as visual metaphors. Together 
they weave texture both conceptually and physically into the 
materialization of the piece.



NetWork is part of a series called Wirefull Interventions 
focused around the theme of connections between 
the human body and electronic media. The works 
are all participatory, using the human touch and the 
body’s natural electricity to affect LoVid’s handmade 
synthesizers. Hack Your Face and VideoFingerprinting 
convert human energy from an electric signal into 
live audio/video much like NetWork. In these works, 
participants experience electronic media as tangible and 
expressive—adding to the layer of human understanding 
of our networked and increasingly digital culture.
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